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Curriculum Intent — Animals in Tales and Easter

Our intent for this topic is to immerse children in rich, engaging stories featuring animals, helping them explore emotions, relationships, habitats and the natural world through
familiar and well-loved tales. The chosen texts offer opportunities to develop early language, storytelling skills, rhythm and rhyme, and understanding of repeated patterns.
Children will learn about different animals, their characteristics and behaviours, while also exploring themes such as courage, family, belonging and curiosity.

The topic also supports children's spiritual development through learning about the Easter story, helping them understand themes of hope, new life and celebration within the
St Joseph’s community. Through sensory exploration, imaginative play, movement, music and creative activities, children will deepen their understanding of animals, stories
and seasonal change while building confidence, empathy and early scientific awareness.

Why This Learning Matters
e Animal stories are instantly engaging, helping children connect emotionally and imaginatively with characters and events.
e The texts offer strong language patterns, repetition and rhyme, supporting early reading, memory and phonological awareness.

e Children learn about emotions such as bravery (7he Lion Inside), fear and reassurance (Ow!/ Babies), curiosity (Bear Hunt) and excitement (Dear Zoo).
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e Exploring animals builds early scientific understanding, including habitats, movement, sounds and characteristics.

e The Easter story introduces themes of hope, love and new beginnings, supporting spiritual and moral development.

e Outdoor learning links naturally, especially through Bear Hunt-style sensory exploration.

e Creative opportunities are rich and varied, from animal masks to movement, music, role play and storytelling.

e The topic supports communication and vocabulary growth, with children learning descriptive language, animal names, sounds and actions.
e  Children develop empathy and understanding of family relationships, especially through Ow/ Babies.

e It builds confidence in retelling stories, sequencing events and expressing ideas through play, art and early writing.
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